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• To become aware of different contexts of learning and situate schools as a special environment for learning;

• To reflect on their 0\\11 implicit understanding of the na1111·c and kinds of learning;

• Gain an unders1anding of different lheorctical perspec1ives 011 learning with a focus on cognitive views of
learning as well as social-constructivist theoriei;;

• Explore the possibilities of an understanding of processes in human cognition and meaning-making them as
basis for designing learning environments ,tnd experiences a1 school; and

• Appreciate the critical role of learner's based on differences and contexts in making meanings, and hence
draw out implicatiom; for schools and teachers.

Unit I: Theoretical Perspectives on Lc11rning 

• Implicit knowledge and beliefa about learning (demystifying misconceptions).

• Perspectives on human learning; Behaviourist (conditioning paradigm in brief), cognit1v1st, information­
processing view, humanist, social-constructivist (drawillg selectively on the ideas of Skinner, Piaget, Rogers,
Vygotsky).

• Concepts and principles of each perspective and their applicability in differenl learning situations.

Unit II: Role of Learner iu Learning 

• Role of learner in various learning situations, as seen in different theoretical perspectives

• Role of teacher in teaching-learning situations: (a) Transmiucr of knowledge, (b) Model, (c) Facilitator, (d)
Negotiator, (e) Co-learner. (The focus is on building understanding of different psychological perspectives of
learning and helping student teachers to learn to apply them in different learning situations).

• Distinctions between learning as 'coosm1ction of knowledge' and learning as 'transmission anti reception of
knowledge'.

Unit Ill: Learning in 'Constructivist' Perspective 

• Social-constructivist perspective (also Bruner and Ausubel's perspective) and applications of Vygotky's ideas
in teaching.

• Understanding processe.� that facilitate 'construction of lmowkdgc·: (i) Experiential learning and reflection
(ii) Social mediation (iii) Cognitive negotiability (iv) Siruated learning and cognitive apprenticeship (v) Meta­
cognition.

• Creating facilitative learning environments, teachers' attitudes, expectations - Enhancing, Motivation,
Positive cmotiom;, Scl[-cflicacy, Collaborative and self regulated learning. (The focus is on leaming as a
constructive rather than a reproductive process The learner-centered orientation has implications for
understanding learning as contextual and self-regulated procci;s and following suitable classroom practices).

Unit IV: Individual DilTereuces Among Learners 

• Dimensions of diffc.rcnccs in psycholngic.al attrihutes - cognitive abilities, interest. aptitude, creativity,
personality, values.

• Understanding learners from multiple intelligences perspective with a focus on Gardner's theory of multiple
intelligences. Implications for teaching-learning in the light of changing concept of intelligence. including
emotional intelligence.

• Differences in learners based on predominant 'Learning styles'.
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